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laws became unworkable in a country like Italy, where com-
mercial intercourse between the inhabitants of the various cities
was a matter of daily occurrence. If that doctrine were to pre-
vail, a Florentine who set foot in Bologna would be compelled
to recognize the exclusive authority of the Bolognese law, since
a contract made, a right acquired or a judgment delivered in
Florence could have no effect in Bologna or in any other city.
It is to the credit of the jurists of those days that a search for The post-
some reasonable principle upon which these daily clashes could glossator8
be composed was seriously instituted. This was the period of
the renaissance of Roman law. The Italian universities were
frequented by the learned from other parts of Europe and their
jurists commanded a respect that is denied to their English
successors in these latter days. Already the glossators of the
eleventh century had done much for the revival of Roman law
by the explanatory notes or glossae that they had added to the
text of the Corpus Juris, but it was the post-glossators or com-
mentators of the thirteenth century, the jurists attached to the
law schools of Bologna, Padua, Perugia and Pavia, who made
the first serious attempt to apply a scientific mode of reasoning
to the reconciliation or conflicting laws. The method of the post-
glossators was not merely to add explanatory notes to the text of
the Corpus Juris^ but to write elaborate and reasoned disquisi-
tions upon the doctrines that were dealt with in the text. The
relevance of the texts is not always apparent. Thus the post-
glossators who wrote upon what we should now term private
international law connected their disquisitions with the first
law of the Corpus Juris. This was the law De summa Trinitate et
fide Catholica, by which the Emperors Gratian, Valentinian and
Theodosius had sought to compel all Roman citizens to observe
the Christian faith. It began as follows:
Cunctos populos quos dernentiae nostrae regit temperamentum
in tali volurnus religione versari, quam divum Petrum apostolum
tradidisse Romanis religio usque adhuc ab ipso insinuate declarat.
There is no obvious connexion between an abstruse religious
dogma and a solution of the legal problems arising from a
variety of laws. Presumably the argument for connecting the
two is this: since the enactment Cunctos populos is confined in
terms to persons subject to the imperial rule and does not
extend to other persons, it shows that Roman law, and therefore
other laws, have a limited application. Therefore it is appro-
priate that any discussion as to which law applies to a dispute

